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wins, Watkins also rode Cipriani to SWDC
titles in the open second level (69.52%)
and USDF freestyle test of choice (75.00%)
divisions.

Watkins trains out of her own Sunrise
Stable, nestled in the remote Davis Mountains
in West Texas. After working for the federal
government for 20 years, she and her husband
took early retirement and started the Davis
Mountain Organic Beef Company.

“We're 200 miles from the nearest metro
polis, which we would call El Paso. Our coun-
ty has about 1,500 people in it,” she said. I live
where I live because I love where T live. T was
lucky cnough to have a choice.”

Watkins typically drives anywhere from
500 to 1,000 miles to compete, but trips like
the nine-hour excursion to Katy are well
worth the effort,

“It's like I was charmed, that all the
work we've done in this last year all came
together,” said Watkins. "It was quite the
amazing weekend.”

» Campbell Comes Out On Top

Making the jump from juniors to young
riders in the past year has been a challenge for
Rachel Campbell, so a win in the FEI young
rider championship division with Wandango
came as a welcoine conflinmation that her
training was on the right track. That made
beating her coach in the open Prix St. Georges
championship just icing on the cake.

Canipbell, 18, is a reshman at Southern
Methodist University in Dallas and trains with
Kai Handt at his North Texas Equestrian
Center, about 45 minutes from the city center.
Handt found Wandango (Weltmeyer—
Bogenfee), a 9-year-old Hanoverian gelding,
for his student a year ago in Germany.

“It's a big transition from juniors to young
riders, and there’s a lot of technicalities that
have to be taken into account,” Campbell said.
* ‘Dango’ has helped me learn in an extremely
short time.”

Campbell is no novice, however, having
won the 2006 USEF Junior Dressage Medal
Finals, and on a berrowed horse to boot. She
spent last winter competing in Florida and is

"When they give you an 8 on

the walk pirouette, you know

Yyou're on the right track.”
—Rachel Campbell

considering becoming a professional someday.
She intends to focus on her education for now,
however, majoring in business and minoring
in earth sciences.

“It's easier to take time off in high school.
Last year we went to Florida just to kind of get
our feet wet, and it was quite a learning expe-
rience and a reality check,” said Campbell.

“I was pleased because last year in Florida
I was judged by pretty much the same judges
[as at Region 9], and they gave me some things

to work on. It was good to see those things I
had worked on were really improving,” she
continued. “They're really great judges. When
they give you an 8 on the walk pirouette, you
know you're on the right track.”

On Thursday, Campbell and Dango topped
the FEI young rider championship with a
score of 64.77 percent and also won the SWDC
junior fourth level championship (65.48%).
Sunday they relegated Handt to second and
third places with his
two different mounts in
the open Prix St
Georges with a 64.50
pereent.

“Our lows would be
the canter pirouettes,”
admitted ~ Campbell.
“I'm still trying to get the timing quite
right. It's still relatively new to both of us,
though more so me than him. But he’s very
good at the hall passes and changes and walk
pirouettes. Theyre always expressive and big
and flowing.

“He doesn't look at anything,” she con-
tinued fondly of the chestnut gelding. “He’s
very focused in his rides and he tries his hard-
est all the time.”

® The Thrill Of A Lifetime

Adult amateur Bonnie Ferrell has only
owned Dancon for a year, but that's been long
enough to recognize that he's the horse of her
lifeddme. Sou although she had competed at the
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"You think, 'Oh my gosh, I'm
in heaven.” It's like being a
kid in a candy store.”

regional championships for six years, taking
two titles with her new, 12-year-old Trakehner
gelding was a special hallmark.

“I'm still on cloud 9," said Ferrell. Baton
Rouge, La. “Tt was the thrill of a lifetime.”

Ferrell, who trains with Anne Hornbeak in
Folsom, La., and Dancon (Camelot—Disa)
rode o wins in the adult amateur third level
(64.07%) and fourth level (56.09%) cham-
pionships.

“The coliseum can
be a little bit intimidat-
ing at first, but he did
not even flick an ear or
look at anything,” said
Ferrell. “He is just
sweet and kind and
obedient. He's the most
fun horse I've ever been around.”

Previously an eventer, Ferrell nearly
stopped riding altogether after retiring her
horse at age 16. “After that time, I really
couldn’t find the horse I was matched with,
and I was almost ready to sell my trailer,” she
said. “But I bought an Andalusian cross from
a friend, and T stared riding with Anne. We
started at training and worked our way up to
third level, but I had always wanted that
amazing horse.”

In search of that ideal, Ferrell embarked
on @ shopping tip with Danish trainer Leil
Sorensen across the whole of Denmark.

“You go to all these beautiful, off-the-
beaten-path, dirt road places, and all the sud-
den you think, ‘Oh my gosh, I'm in heaven,” "

—Bonnie Ferrell
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Bonnie Ferrell rode Dancon to wins in the adult amateur third and fourth level divsions at the

Great American/USDF Region 9 Championships.
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