RACHEL & JULIA'S EXCELLENT ADVENTURE

Gollecting Gaits/USEF Dressage Festival of Champions at Gladstone, NJ
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GLADSTONE, NJ - Region 9 Young Rider Rachel Campbell and Junior Rider Julia Handt, accompanied by their trainer Kai Handt, made
the exciting, but long trip to the hallowed USET Foundation Headquarters in Gladstone, NJ to compete at the Collecting Gaits/USEF
Dressage Festival of Champions held during the week of June 18-21, 2009. Fellow Region 9 rider Elizabeth Allen was also invited to
compete, but did not compete.

Chilly rain - and more rain - was the daily feature during the Festival, which is held outdoors. On the last day, the management decided
that, in the best interest of the horses, the competition should be suspended, although the National Champions were still named.
Naturally, according to DressageDaily.com, not long after the decision was made and plans re-arranged, the rain stopped for the first
time in four days and the sun came out.

Despite the weather, Rachel and Julia had a grand time competing in this prestigious competition. The following is a sampling of their
experiences, with commentary by Rachel and photographs by her father, Kevin Campbell.

Photos by Kevin Campbell

Some of the best riders in the United States schooling in Brown Arena at the United States Equestrian Team (USET) Foundation head-
quarters in Gladstone, NJ, in preparation for the 2009 USEF Dressage Festival of Champions. Only the top twelve qualifying riders
from the Grand Prix, Intermediaire I, Brentina Cup, Young Rider, and Junior Rider levels are invited to attend. Among the top US riders
were Kathy Bateson Chandler, Jan Brons, Courtney King-Dye, Tuny Page, Shannon Peters, Shelly Francis, Chris Hickey, Michael Ba-
risone, Adrienne Lyle, Leslie Morse, Lauren Sammis, and Pierre St Jacques. Needless to say, it was just a little intimidating.
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